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1.  internal windows repaired to enable  
 natural ventilation
2. new high performance rooflight to  
 enhance daylight
3.  new pergola to provide solar shading
4.  restoration of listed heritage features
5.  new lighting; simple, appropriate and  
 affordable
6.  craft counter and child accessible  
 storage
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Built by the London School Board in 1899, Rosendale Primary 
School has suffered from a piecemeal approach to 
refurbishment, which demonstrated little regard to the historic 
context  and resulted in a poor quality built environment.

Our design improves the organisation of existing space to 
provide a clear flow and better spaces for learning. 

The south-east facing classrooms suffered from overheating and 
solar glare issues, which had been exacerbated by the addition of 
glass conservatories in the 1990s. We thermally modelled each 
classroom to enable us to investigate optimum improvements 
within the budget. We mitigated heat gain by introducing solar 
controlled glass to the relocated rooflight, allowing daylight to 
penetrate deeper into the room. Energy efficient radiators were 
installed with controls and natural ventilation was encouraged by 
repairing the existing sash windows and reinstating high-level 
openings to halls for cross ventilation.

Where possible we took a ‘fabric first’ approach to improving the 
external fabric, such as insulating the conservatory roofs to 
reduce heat loss and draught proofing refurbished windows. 

Our holistic approach to design has inspired the Head of School 
and Governors to appoint us to produce a future plan for 
improvements. In the current situation, when funding is not 
regular and often in small amounts, we believe it is even more 
important to have a long term strategic plan to avoid short term 
thinking.

We are helping the school measure and understand their CO2 
emissions using the Atlas Toolkit (www.atlasschools.org).

ROSENDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Client: Rosendale Primary School
Started on site: July 2011 (Phase 1)
Completed: September 2012 (Phases 1 & 2)
Phase 3 due for completion: September 2013
Contract value: £400,000 (3 Phases)

• AJ Retrofit Awards 2013 Winner - Schools Category

Above: The Victorian fireplace creates a focus for a new place to sit and read.

Above: 3D image of a remodelled classroom
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Having established an strong working relationship with the
British Film Institute (BFI) while designing its Master Film Store, 
we were asked to assist them with developing a masterplan for 
the phased improvement of its Conservation Centre in 
Berkhamsted.

The original 1980s building was designed for the workflow 
required for copying nitrate film onto acetate film, a process 
which is now obsolete. However, the need for new digitisation 
suites and areas for paper conservation have become a priority 
for the BFI. As a consequence of master copies of acetate film 
moving to the new Master Film Store (see page 10), one of the 
existing film vaults at Berkhamsted was available to be converted 
to an environment suitable for the Photographic Stills Collection 
and other media.

We consulted with the BFI to devise packages of work that could 
be funded separately, be logically sequenced and offer the best 
value in terms flexibility for future. All this was done while 
considering how to make the building fabric and its services 
more energy efficient to reduce running costs and improve the 
environment for the collections and the staff.

The first phase was completed in 2012.

BFI CONSERVATION CENTRE 

Client: British Film Institute
Started on site: January 2012 (Phase 1)
Completed: June 2012 (Phase 1)
Contract value: £1.1m (Phase 1)
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1a.  the main public entrance is relocated  
 to the ‘front’ to improve public image
1b.  goods-in area is screened from main  
 public entrance
1c. a physical screen is built as entrance  
 feature
2a.  Acquisitions Room is relocated here  
 to provide gas bottle store adjacent  
 to Vault 3
2b.  alternative position for Acquisitions  
 Room if Reception is moved to the  
 ‘front’
3.  atrium becomes a staff break-out/ 
 meeting area
4.  interior of 1960s block is refurbished  
 to optimise circulation, workspace  
 and storage
5.  the canteen facility is rationalised  
 to improve staff rest area with   
 outdoor sunny terrace
6.  circulation is rationalised to improve  
 access to collections
7.  gas bottle room created
8.  full height mobile racking for half of  
 Vault 3 area to increase storage   
 capacity
9.  external plant enclosure
10.  two-storey AHU plant
11.  air lock

Proposed demolition

Proposed works

Indicative furniture
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After winning an international competition we were appointed, 
in collaboration with local architects KNTA, to be overall 
masterplanner for the Singapore Management University’s 
239,000m2 new city campus, and as architects for five out of 
the six first stage buildings.

The £89m campus was the first of its kind; designed, integrated 
and constructed from scratch in the centre of a developed 
cityscape. Four schools and a library are linked at below-ground 
concourse level, allowing users to move under cover from one 
end of the campus to the other, and enjoy views into the open 
courtyards that connect the concourse to the street, park and 
campus facilities. The porous spaces provide ‘breezeways’ to 
help pre-condition the incoming air.

The campus for 6,000 students is in the heart of the historic 
and cultural centre of Singapore, in Bras Basah Park. The design 
keeps a sense of open space and visual connection between 
the historic buildings that surround the campus, such as the 
Singapore Art Museum, the National Museum and the Cathedral.

A visually appealing ‘green’ theme runs right across the campus. 
Buildings overlooking the reconfigured Bras Basah Park have 
glazed façades shaded by a ‘vertical garden’ of climbing plants.

As the site is surrounded by mature rain trees great care had to 
be taken during construction. The design was developed on a 
fast-track to ensure that the piling was completed ahead of the 
boring of a new underground line under the buildings and was 
successfully carried out to schedule with few changes.

SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY

Client: Singapore Management University
Started on site: March 2002
Completed: May 2005
Contract value: £89m (UK equivalent)

• Landscape Industry Association of Singapore Gold Award

Above: Masterplan of the new campus showing its close proximity to the historic 
cultural buildings of the city centre.

Above: Students gathered around the ancient Bodhi Tree on the Campus Green.

1.  Fort Canning Centre
2. National Museum
3.  Bodhi Tree
4.  Singapore Art Museum
5.  Singapore Cathedral
6.  Chijmes
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Autumn 1999 saw the University of East London move 2,400 
students to the Royal Albert Dock on the Thames, in a classic 
exercise of brownfield urban regeneration, to begin to unlock 
the urban redevelopment of an area with little infrastructure.

The campus is designed with a high performance low energy 
fresh air delivery system that allows the windows to be kept shut 
to keep out the noise from London City Airport opposite.

Approaching the new campus from Cyprus Docklands Light 
Railway Station to the north, you rise through an oval forecourt, 
up through the central colonnaded University Square to the 
great lawn overlooking the dock. The Learning Resource Centre, 
the main auditorium and the shops and cafes and main entrance, 
are gathered around this pedestrian heart. To maximise flexibility, 
a range of academic spaces are composed around an enclosed 
linear street: facing south over the dock are the lecture theatres 
on the ground floor, two floors of offices above, all topped with 
design studios.

384 student rooms are gathered in brightly painted paired 
towers that spin along the dock in front of the higher main 
façade of the academic accommodation, whose silver and white 
cliff is marked by four combined lift and stair towers.

The £33m develop and construct contract for the 19,300 sqm 
phase 1 was adopted as Demonstration Project no. 49 within the 
Movement for Innovation.

DOCKLANDS CAMPUS, UEL

Client: University of East London
Started on site: March 1998
Completed: September 1999
Contract value: £33m

• Civic Trust Award Commendation 2000

Above: Aerial view of the first phase of development of the campus which 
established the regeneration of the area.

Above: Iconic student accommodation.


